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WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT 

 
Activity format for Year 6-7 

 
 
This format deals with an introduction to the festival of Passover, its customs and its 

commandments, and an introduction to the biblical story of the exodus from Egypt, and 

to  parts of the Passover Haggadah. The format is based on the method of asking 

questions, emphasizing the Passover Haggadah in the song “Why is this night different”. 

 

Lesson 1 – identity card of the festival 

Characteristics of the festival, commandments and customs 

 

Lesson 2-3 – Why is this night different? 

In this activity we will encourage the students to ask questions about the customs of the 

festival and the story of the exodus from Egypt by presenting visual stimuli, objects and 

pictures. We will meet the text of the four questions from the traditional Haggadah and 

additional formats. 

 

Lesson 4 – Why is this night different – questions from the Haggadah 

Introduction to the text of Why is this night different from the Hatggadah, 

understanding of the uniqueness of Seder Night, expressed as symbols of the exodus 

from Egypt and aspiration to freedom, understanding the importance of the involvement 

of the children in Seder Night. 
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LESSON 1 – PASSOVER IDENTITY CARD 

 

Name of the festival: Passover 

Additional names: the festival of freedom, the festival of spring, the festival of matzot 

Date: 15th Nissan 

The reason for the festival, event: 

Exodus from Egypt – the Children of Israel depart led by Moses, from slavery to 

freedom, through the desert to the promised land. 

To mark spring – the first barley harvest, bringing it to the priest, pilgrimage 

Figures: Moses – leader of the Children of Israel and their prophet, Pharaoh the King of 

Egypt, Aaron Moses’ brother and his helper, Miriam Moses’ sister, the daughter of 

Pharaoh who took Moses out of the Nile and raised him. 

 

The commandments of the festival: 

 Seder Night – a ceremony and meal in the centre of which is the Passover 

Haggadah (a substitute for the Passover sacrifice). 

 Eating matza and not eating any hametz during all the days of the festival (7 days) 

 Removing hametz – taking out anything that contains hametz 

 

Customs: 

 Charity for the needy – giving a gift of charity to the poor 

 Going out into the fields and marking the start of harvesting the sheaves with a 

ceremony 

 Buying new clothes and possessions 
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 Spring cleaning of the home 

 Bringing gifts 

 The Maimouna festival – a meal and hospitality after the festival 

 

 

LESSON 2-3 – WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT – ASKING QUESTIONS 

 

Objectives: 

 Introduction to the customs of the festival and their symbolic significances 

 Turning the students into partners in study and thought regarding the festival. 

 Exercise in asking questions 

 

The stages of the lesson 

1. Opening – explanation about the role of Why is this night different in the 

Haggadah. Our opportunity to ask questions, understand, re-examine the customs. 

2. Present to the students various pictures and objects relating to Passover and Seder 

Night, in the form of an exhibition, or distribute to each student or group of 

students a picture/object. The students are required to think (and write/or talk) as 

many questions that they have about the picture/object. It is important to 

emphasize that it is possible to ask questions when the answers are already known 

however it is better to ask questions when the answer is unknown to them. 

3. Collation of the questions asked and an attempt to answer them together. This is 

an opportunity to explain the customs and the components of the festival, what 

they symbolize, and also to send the students on an assignment to the teacher to 

clarify an unknown answer. 
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Seder Night at Gan Shmuel 
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Seder Plate 
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A family Seder table 

 

Four glasses and a glass for Elijah the Prophet 
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The dance of the flowers – the sheaves ceremony in Ramat Yohanan 
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The harvest festival in Ramat Yohanan 
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Spring has arrived Passover is coming 
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LESSON4 – WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT – QUESTIONS FROM THE HAGGADAH 

 

Objectives 

 Introduction to the text of Why is this night different from the Haggadah 

 Understanding the uniqueness of Seder Night, as an expression of the symbolism 

of the exodus from Egypt and the aspiration for freedom 

 Understanding the importance of the involvement of the children in the Passover 

Seder 

 

The lesson 

1.  Study of the text of Why is this night different – a. Read the text 

Lift the plate above the table, pour the second glass and here the son or one of the 

diners asks: 

Why is this night different from all other nights? 

Because on all other nights we eat hametz and matza, but on this night only matza 

Because on all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables – but on this night only bitter 

herbs 

Because on all other nights we don’t dip even once, but on this night we dip twice 

Because on all other nights we eat sitting or reclining but on this night we only recline 
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b. Sort into a table 

On all other nights On this night – Passover Explanation 

Hametz and matza Only matza Rushed departure, matza 

All kinds of vegetables Only bitter herbs Symbol of slavery, the 

Egyptians made the lives of 

the Children of Israel bitter 

We do not dip We dip twice To get an appetite before 

eating the Passover 

sacrifice, to calm the 

hunger during the Seder 

Sitting and reclining Everyone reclines  

  Everyone is free, everyone 

takes part in the Seder 

 

It is possible to add other differences that the students can find whether regarding the 

Friday night meal or Passover in their own homes/community. 

 

Explanation of the customs: 

 Hametz – food made of dough that has fermented 

 Matza – to recall the rushed exodus of the Children of Israel from Egypt, and the 

matza – suffering in slavery and for those who are without in these times too 

 Bitter herbs – a bitter root, to remember the suffering of slavery 

 Dipping the celery in salt water – at the opening of the Seder, the celery is a 

vegetable symbolizing the spring, and the dipping is a kind of appetiser that is 

designed to give you an appetite in order to enable eating the Passover sacrifice 

that has to be eaten in full. The Seder is a substitute for the Passover sacrifice, 
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however it is also similar to a Greek symposium, a gathering of free people to 

discuss and dine. The appetizers = dipping the celery designed to give strength for 

a long discussion = the story of the exodus from Egypt. There are those that 

connect the salt water to the tears of suffering and slavery, or to the salt water – 

on crossing the Red Sea. 

 Reclining – comfortable seating, half reclining, similar to the Greek symposium, 

we sit comfortably, and everyone participates in the story and the eating. 

 

Mishnah, Pesachim Tractate, Mishnah 4 

Pour out the second glass and here the son asks the father: 

And if the son does not know how to ask, the father teaches him 

Why is this night different from all other nights, because on all other nights we eat 

hametz and matza, but on this night only matza 

Because on all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables, but on this might only bitter 

herbs 

Because on all other nights we eat roasted and baked meat, but on this might only roast 

meat 

Because on all other nights we dip only once, but on this night we dip twice 

And according to the son’s ability the father teaches him 

It starts with disgrace and ends with praise, and my father was a wandering Aramean, 

until he finishes the whole chapter. 

  

 The emphasis is that the son should ask, the text is only an aid for fathers whose 

“sons are unable to ask and they must teach them”. It is customary to carry out 
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extraordinary acts in order to ensure the sons and all the participants shall wonder 

and ask 

 It is possible to write with the children 4 new questions, about the Seder, or about 

our society. 

 

Following are versions of the four questions from the Ein Harod Haggadash, as an 

example. 

The four questions in Ein Harod 

 

Up to the middle of 
the 40s 
 
(one of the children 
asks) 
 
a. Why is so much 
blood being spilt in 
the world? 
b. Why are the Jews 
hated in the world? 
c. When will the 
people of Israel 
return to their land? 
d. When will our land 
be a living garden? 

5706 (1946) 
 
Why is this night 
different from all 
other nights because 
on all other nights 
we eat hametz and 
matza but on this 
night only matza. 
Why are the people 
of Israel different 
from all other people 
because all the 
people are not lost 
under the heavens 
whereas the gentiles 
rise against us to 
destroy us. 
Why are the people 
of Israel different 
from all other 
people, as all other 
people reside in 
their land and work 
their land whereas 
we are dispersed 

5708 (1948) 
 
Why is this night 
different from all 
other nights? 
Because on all other 
nights we eat 
hametz and matza, 
but on this night 
only matza 
Because on all other 
nights we eat all 
kinds of vegetables 
– but on this night 
only bitter herbs 
Because on all other 
nights we don’t dip 
even once, but on 
this night we dip 
twice 
Because on all other 
nights we eat sitting 
or reclining but on 
this night we only 
recline 
 

5710 – (1950) 
 
Why is this night 
different from all 
other nights because 
on all other nights 
we eat hametz and 
matza but on this 
night only matza 
Why is this night 
different from all 
other nights, 
because we are all 
sitting here for a 
meal, fathers and 
sons, all of us sitting 
together! 
Why is this night 
different from all 
other nights this 
year when we are 
free in the State of 
Israel and the gates 
are open for the 
return from exile! 
Why is this night 
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between the 
gentiles. 
Why are the people 
of Israel different 
from all other 
people, because all 
the people because 
the gates of all the 
other countries are 
open to them 
whereas those 
remaining of us 
knock on locked 
doors 

different from all 
other nights when 
we are happy with 
the spring and our 
freedom and there 
is still no end to 
slavery of man and 
gentile shall still 
raise the sword 
against a gentile 

 

 
 


